
   

September 2019 Newsletter 

Welcome to the 2019-2020 session at Tabeetha.  This is the first newsletter and it is good to welcome 
everyone back after the long summer break.  Welcome to all our new pupils: Reception Class entrants 
and those across the whole school, making Tabeetha, their school too. 

Staff News:  We are pleased to welcome all our amazing teachers and support staff back to school 
including 3 new teachers: Mrs Anca Astilean, teaching Grade 6, Ms Kate Freedman, teaching Grade 4 
and Ms Gayle Shein, teaching Grade 2.  These teachers all came with a number of years teaching 
experience and were highly recommended.   

Tabeetha Expectations:  Children and young people look very smart in their new uniforms.  Please 
remember that uniform consists of plain black or navy blue trousers, shorts and skirts, worn with the 
school t-shirt, polo shirt and sweatshirt.  No other colours should be worn. 

Well done to all our pupils who are here every day and on time.   I am 
proud of all your efforts.  Please keep this up.  There are awards at the 
end of the session for every child who is here every day and on time.   

Scotland:  Grades 7-9 are striving to be part of the small group of 8 
pupils who will be going to Scotland in May for the annual General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland; this is open to those pupils who 
always do their best in every area of school and have been in the school 
for, at least, 2 full school years (and there are many!)  The group of 8 

will consist of a mixture of religions and races.  Application forms are now in and being pored over while 
you read this. 

A Better Tabeetha: We had an amazing church group from Mississippi visit during the summer holidays.  
They painted the school from top to bottom and have made it look so much fresher and ready for the 
new session.  They did this voluntarily and without payment.  We are very grateful to them. 

The basketball stand had to be renewed as it had come away from the wall.  It proved to be a costly and 
difficult project but I am pleased to tell you it is brand new and fixed securely. 



The school garden area was covered during the summer break too, 
giving much needed relief from the sun’s rays.  The garden project, led 
by Miss Nikki and Grade 1, has grown and developed and this addition 
should help it even further.  Our first Bake Sale of the session took 
place on Thursday 19th September when lovely goodies were sold to 
boost the Garden Fund. If you can help with providing anything for the 
garden, please contact Miss Nikki – nnaim@tabeethaschool.org.  

Thanks to last year’s Grade 7 who took on a project to make an 
attractive bird bath for the Garden Area.  You can see it was a very 
successful project and the birdbath now has centre stage in the garden.  

Thank you to Mrs Rosenthal and Grade 8 pupils who took part. 

 

A number of other small projects were also completed, helping our old but beautiful building be fit for 
purpose once again.   

 

Student Council:  Campaigning went on in Tabeetha for the election of Secondary Student Council and 
its officers.  Results were then announced:  President – Ondine Kennedy, Grade 12, Vice President –Aline 
Garaysa, Grade 12, Treasurer – Ali Fiomi, Grade 11 and Secretary – Ryan Chen.   

   

Class reps have also been 
chosen for the Secondary Student Council:  Grade 11 – Wek Ariec, Grade 10 – Chantale Nassar, Grade 9 
– Angelina Imseis and Orry Miller, Grade 8 – Adi Khateeb and Nadeen Rifi, Grade 7 – Daniel Abu Manneh 



and Tomas Yakar Rueda.  Thank you to all our pupils who put themselves forward but were not chosen.  
Good on you!  We are looking forward to a productive year as the Student Council take on some of the 
events in school; the first being the International Day on Friday 25th October when we hope all parents 
will join us for the celebration of the diversity of our unique school.     

World Peace Day: Friday 20th September was World Peace Day.  Grade 12 did a thought provoking 
assembly sharing various views of peace while primary pupils watched a very thought provoking peace 
video showing how we are all responsible for peace where we are.  If everyone committed to peace, we 
would have a different world. 

Credits: Everyone is working hard to get 
credits in both primary and secondary 
school.  Go for it!! 

Assemblies: We have had a number of 
Assemblies led by our School Chaplains, 
highlighting the values we want our pupils 
to have.  As you are aware, we have a set of 
Values in Tabeetha: 

At Tabeetha School we: 
 value ourselves 
 value others 
and value those things which make us good 
and decent citizens of the world: 

Co-existence, Integrity, Compassion, 
Peace, Co-operation, Respect, Wisdom  

Our chaplains have been highlighting what 
these values mean for us – being a good 

pupil, being kind, being dependable, living peacefully and being passionate.  Many others will be 
covered as we go through the year.  We are thankful to all our ministers who support Tabeetha in so 
many ways. 

 

 

 

Afterschool Club:  There are still a few places in the Afterschool Club – details are available from Miss 
Raeda.  

Parents Committee:  will be holding their first meeting of the new session on Wednesday, 2nd October, 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m.  We want to have at least one parent representative from every class so, if you are 
interested in fundraising, social events for Tabeetha, helping with functions put on by the school as well 
as learning why things are done the way they are, please come along to this meeting.  For more 
information you can email the Chairperson, Linda Azar Ghandour, lazar@usaid.gov , Vice Chairperson, 



Nawa Batshon,  nawa@co-impact.org.il  or me directly at mmacdonald@tabeethaschool.org I look 
forward to seeing you there. 

Kind regards, 

 

Margaret MacDonald 

Principal 

 


